Development of a screening tool to assess the suitability of people with a disability for oral care under sedation or general anesthesia.
The aim of this study was to develop a screening tool to assess the suitability of people with disabilities for oral care in different settings. The objectives were to investigate retrospectively the uptake of general anesthetic (GA) services and use this information to develop a composite tool. One hundred cases referred for GA were reviewed to generate data for a Delphi Panel. Patients with disabilities were the subject of a tool, devised by the Delphi Panel, to appropriately allocate patients to the most suitable care, including the patients' medical, behavioral, and social status as well as planned dental treatment complexity. A total of 124 patients, between the ages of 4 and 75 years, in seven centers were treated under sedation or GA, according to the tool. Agreement on behavior assessment between dentists and anesthesiologists was poor. The tool has the potential to identify which people with disabilities can be effectively allocated for treatment under sedation or GA.